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Book Notices. 69 

THE PEOPLE'S BIBLE.* 



The fifth and sixth volume of "The People's Bible," covering Joshua, 
Judges, are on our table. Twenty-five volumes are to complete what has been 
called "Parker's greatest work." The author treats the Bible as a book for the 
people, as a revelation from God to the human family in which all the members 
of the family have a common interest. In his view, on the very surface is found 
in history, prophecy and song, in gospels, epistles and apocalypse, that which 
meets the necessities of people of all classes. The alternative title, " Discourses 
upon Holy Scripture," better describes the contents of the book. The author is a 
London preacher with a representative congregation of the world's people before 
him. He and they together are going through their own Bible, seeking to grasp 
its grandest truths, to learn its greatest lessons, and to breathe in its pure and 
lofty spirit. The preacher, Dr. Parker, may be a skillful exegete, but results not 
processes are what he gives the people. The digging and blasting have been done 
in his study, if done at all ; in his pulpit there is no sight of either pickax or ham- 
mer, or smell of powder. We see him only as one moving over a rich mineral 
region, lifting and exhibiting to the people who press around him, nuggets of pre- 
cious ore, and discoursing eloquently on their value and use. Thus he goes 
through the Bible. Those who follow him will, with little effort on their part, 
find a certain profit and enjoyment, but not that profit and enjoyment which come 
from an examination of what lies beneath the surface. A great multitude of 
people, alas that it is so great, can enjoy and be profited by only such a treatment 
of the holy volume. 



ELIJAH : HIS LIFE AND TIMES.t 



This volume treats of one of the most critical periods in the history of the 
Jewish people, and the most remarkable prophet in that history until we come 
to " the days of him in whom all men recognized a second Elijah." The author 
gives us a graphic account of the state of Israel at the first appearance of Elijah. 
He shows us Israel wavering between the worship of the living God and that of 
Baal, and Elijah, the type of the prophet in all ages, witnessing for the truth. 
We see taking place the mighty changes caused by Elijah's bold and fearless tes- 
timony to the existence of the true God. Critical points and points in contro- 
versy are merely touched upon, but where any reference is made to opposing 
views it is with a commendable spirit of fairness. Whenever, in the course of the 
history, ethical or theological questions arise the author has treated them fully and 
clearly. The care given to the interpretation of difficult passages, — for example, 
those connected with the ascension of Elijah,— is especially noteworthy. He takes 
Elijah as the type of the Christian minister, and he seizes every opportunity, both 
in the life of Elijah and in the history of his times, to derive practical lessons 
which he presses home to the breasts of his readers. The style of both thought 
and expression is simple and perspicuous. The book is especially practical, and 
will commend itself to all classes of readers. 



* The People's Bible. Discourses upon Holy Scripture by Joseph Parker, Minister of the 
City Temple. Vols. V. and VI. New York: Funhd WagnaUa. Per vol., $ 1.60. 

+ Elijah: His Life and Times. By Rev. W. Milligan, D. D., Professor of Divinity and Bib- 
lical Criticism, Aberdeen. New York : A. D. F. Randolph & Co. 12mo. Pp. 206. Price $1.00. 



